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THE WHITE HOUSE, 


WASHINGTON 


Sensitive 


May 26, 1969 


MEMORANDUM FOR HENRY A. KISSINGER 
FROM: ' A1 Haig 

SUBJECT: Talking Points for Discussions with. Jean Saintenny 


At Tab A are your talking points for discussions with 

Jean Saintenny. 

• * 

At Tab B is the letter to Ho Chi Minh for the 
President’s signature. 

At Tab C are talking points for use by the President. 
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g^y^SR^/SENSITIVE 

TALKING POINTS FOR MEETING WITH 
JEAN SAINTENNY 


1. Inform Saintenny that we have asked him to come to 
Washington to discuss further actions which might be taken in our 
search for a solution to the Vietnamese conflict. 

2. Ask Saintenny if he is familiar with the President's 
peace proposals as outlined in his recent speech. 

3. Ask Saintenny to present his views on the President's 
speech and his estimate of how it has been received by the other side. 

4. Emphasize that the President’s purpose in making his 
peace proposal was to advance the prospects for a quick negotiated 
settlement, making the following points: 

a* The President cannot compromise on the ob- 

jective of free choice for the South Vietnamese 
people. He is, however, most flexible on the 
means to attain this objective. 

b. The U. S. has no intention of unilaterally dis- 
engaging. 

c. If Hanoi is ready for serious negotiations, we 
are prepared to talk on the basis of the 
President’s statement and the NLiF’s 10 points. 

5. We would hope to employ Saintenny as an informal 
spokesman to reiterate directly to Hanoi our concern that nothing can 
be gained by further delay in substantive negotiations. The President 
is offering them reasonable terms which have stretched our flexibility 
to the limit. If it is not now possible to reach a satisfactory settlement 
quickly, important decisions will have to be made. 

6. We would want Hanoi to know the President is willing to 
explore avenues other than the existing negotiated framework. For 
example, it might be desirable for American and North Vietnamese 
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negotiators to meet separately from the Paris framework to discuss 
general principles of the settlement. If the special U. S. and DRV 
negotiators can achieve agreement in principle, the final technical 
negotiations can shift back to Paris. 

7. We are convinced that all parties are at a crossroads 
and that extraordinary measures are called for to reverse the tide of 
war. For this reason, the President is requesting that Mr. Saintenny 
carry his personal communication to Ho Chi Minh which would directly 
and personally reiterate his conviction that a just peace is achievable 
and which would underline the importance of both sides to arrive at a 
settlement promptly. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 


/ 


Dear Mr. President: 


I realize that it is difficult to communicate meaningfully 
across the gulf of four years of war. Buf precisely 
because of this gulf -- and because the /question of our 
sincerity has been raised by your side' in Paris -- I wanted 
to take this opportunity to reaffirm ih all solemnity my 
desire to work for a just peace. I^deeply believe that the 
war in Vietnam has gone on too long and delay in bringing 

w 

it to an end can benefit no one least of all the people of 
Vietnam. My speech of May 14 laid out a proposal which 
I believe is fair to all parties/ It takes into account the 

reasonable conditions of all sides, but we stand ready to 

$ 

discuss other programs as/well. 

/ 

We have one fundamental' purpose: to assure the right of 
the South Vietnamese people to determine their own fate 
free of outside coercion. As I indicated on May 14, this 
includes the right to/reunify Vietnam "if that turns out to 
be what the people of South Vietnam and the people of North 
Vietnam want. " Your side seems to agree on this point, 
though we differ^on means to achieve this end. 

Important decisions face us all. The time has come to 
move forward at the conference table toward an early 
resolution o± this tragic war. You will find us forthcoming 
and open-minded in a common effort to bring the blessings 
of peace to the people of Vietnam. 


/ 
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Sincerely, 


His Excellency 
Ho Chi Minh 
President 

Democratic Republic of Vietnam 
Hanoi 
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PRESIDENTIAL TALKING POINTS 


1. Present letter to Mr. Saintenny and express your 

gratitude to him for his willingness to deliver letter to Ho Chi 
Minh. Tell him that you would like, as the letter states, to re- 
iterate that a just peace is achievable. 


2. State you are willing to explore avenues other 
than the existing negotiating framework. For example, it might 
be desirable for American and North Vietnamese negotiators to 
meet separately from the Paris framework to discuss general 
principles of a settlement. If the special US and DRV negotiators 
can achieve an agreement in principle, the final negotiations can 
shift back to Paris. 


3. Emphasize that you are convinced that all parties 

are at a crossroads and that extraordinary measures are called 
for to reverse the tide of war. 



